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Letter from the
Interim Executive
Director

Despite personal hardship, our hearts and
hands desired to help others who were
also suffering.
We all are being called by God, every day,
to live His will. This time of the year, I
especially reflect on Mary's faith when she
answered "yes." How many times do we
hear a question or an ask from God - only

Msgr. D. Anthony Droze
Vicar General

Mavis Huger
Blessed Sacrament, Charleston

As you can see from our cover picture,
Catholic Charities of South Carolina has
been living and leading on the front lines
of service, most recently supplying over
10,000 South Carolinians with Hurricane
Florence relief assistance.

Many of our volunteers and staff were
personally affected by Hurricane Florence:
quickly preparing homes for the worst,
evacuating and not knowing what scene
they would return to, and dealing with
serious flood damage to their homes.

Most Rev. Robert E. Guglielmone
President

John Barker, Treasurer
Holy Spirit, Johns Island

I pray this newsletter finds you well as you
prepare your homes and hearts for the
Advent and Christmas seasons.

Reflecting on this past year, it is clear to
me that love continues to matter and
prevail despite unforgiving circumstances.

Board Members
Deacon Gabriel Cuervo,
Interim Secretary
Divine Redeemer, Hanahan

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

After the impact of Hurricane Matthew and
the Thousand Year Flood, Catholic
Charities of South Carolina was the #1
non-profit agency in SC providing recovery
assistance. Because of your support, we
expect to achieve similar results as we
prepare to help many more individuals
recover from damage sustained from the
impact of Hurricane Florence.

Catholic Charities

Wade McDaniel, Sr.
St. Patrick, Charleston
Bette Ross
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St. Anthony Padua, Greenville
Deacon Peter Curcio
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to put Him off just a little longer, or think
you'll get back to Him eventually.
After a few Hail Mary's (and sometimes a
deep breath) we must continue to have
faith and press forward, knowing that
every step we take, we do not take alone.
Thank you for having faith in us, for
choosing to support Catholic Charities of
South Carolina. Every prayer, hour, and
dollar you choose to share with us will
continue to spread the joy of the
Christmas spirit not just this season, but
every day.

Terri DeCenzo
Precious Blood, Myrtle Beach
Terri Brisson
St. John the Beloved, Summerville
Michael Aquilano
St. Mary, Yonges Island

Our Mission
Inspired by the Holy Scriptures, Catholic
Charities of South Carolina promotes
self-sufficiency and strives to break the
cycle of poverty in South Carolina by
serving our neighbors in need.

In Christ,

Our Vision
Deacon Gabriel Cuervo
Interim Executive Director
Catholic Charities of South Carolina

We provide a compassionate
hand up approach to clients
while respecting the dignity of
each person.

happenings

Recent

CLEAN OF HEART MYRTLE BEACH OPENS
Clean of Heart is a life-changing ministry that provides
laundry services and showers to the homeless
population in Columbia and now Myrtle Beach.

The second location of Clean of Heart opened in
Myrtle Beach on September 10, 2018. We
celebrated a ribbon cutting ceremony with Bishop
Robert E. Guglielmone, the Myrtle Beach Chamber of
Commerce, and many staff and donors.
Clean of Heart is a much needed service in the Myrtle Beach area, as Horry Couny ranks
first in the state for unsheltered homeless individuals. This opening marks the second
location of the Clean of Heart ministry. Since opening the Columbia location in 2011, we've
washed over 16,109 loads of laundry and logged over 12,000 hours of volunteer service.

Clean of Heart Myrtle Beach is located at 1005 Osceola Street in Myrtle Beach, next to
New Directions Shelter.

Farewell,
father abbott!

OUR LADY'S PANTRY IN GREENVILLE
OPENS
A new client choice pantry opened in
Greenville on October 2, 2018.
With over 20 community partners, Our
Lady's Pantry in Greenville is taking
steps to eliminate the hunger cycle by
not only distributing food, but also
working to eradicate the causes of
hunger in South Carolina.
Maria Gray, Food Pantry Manager, has
worked tirelessly to ensure each client
has every opportunity at their
fingertips to feed their family and
improve their daily lives.

Our Lady's Pantry in Greenville is
located at the Catholic Charities
office at San Sebastian Mission,
2300 Old Buncombe Road,
Greenville, SC 29206.

Carter May/St. Joseph's Home bid farewell to
one of our favorite residents on October 25.
Father Donald E. Abbott recently re-located
to New England to be closer to his family,
leaving behind an esteemed legacy with the
Diocese of Charleston and Carter May/St.
Joseph Residence. Father Abbott was
ordained in 1970 and served in several
parishes throughout the state, retiring from
St. Gerald in Aiken.
Janine Bauder, administrator of Carter May
home, hosted a luncheon in Father Abbott’s
honor with attendees including several local
parishioners who have known Father Abbott
for years and Vicar for Priest Personnel for
the Diocese of Charleston Monsignor Ronald
E. Cellini.
We thank Father Abbott for more than 40
years of service to the Diocese and wish him
a very blessed journey to his new home.

Impact

Prison Ministry: How RENEW & Esther's Journey

As Told by the Spiritual

Shelter
the Homeless

counsel
the doubtful

There are many circumstances that could
lead to homelessness. Christ encourages
us to go out and meet those without
homes, affirming their worth and
helping them seek a resolution to
the challenges they face.

We offer insight or wisdom to someone
who has questions or doubts, but it can
also mean offering clarity where
confusion reigns.

The Issue

The Issue

Any person who could not return to their home had no
option but to reside on the streets. If they did enter a
transitional housing program, they had no financial means
to secure safe housing.

Our action
We established direct connections with various housing
providers in SC. For returning citizens who were at risk of
homelessness, our ministry provided an average of $300
per person to secure safe housing.

The outcome
Partnering with South Carolina Department of Corrections,
there is now a housing resource list to prepare men and
women with greater options prior to release.

Our impact
Homelessness is a deterrent to stability. Housing is a
stabilizing factor for employment as well as reduced
recidivism (returning to prison). More than 200 people who
were at a risk of homelessness now have options other
than living on the street.

No priority was given to insuring returning citizens had their
critical documents (birth certificate, social security card,
and state issued ID) upon release.

Our action
Initiated the process to verify that every ministry participant
had or would have their critical documents before release.

The outcome
Addressing the need to change at a systemic level was
imperative. With the renewal of our Memorandum of
Agreement with South Carolina Department of Corrections, it
was written into the proposed documents that funds be
identified to address this need across the state.

Our impact
With an implementation target date of January 2019, South
Carolina Department of Corrections will begin IOP (Internal
Ordering Process) to ensure that each facility is verifying
that every inmate has their critical documents included as
part of their personal property upon release.

Report

are Changing the Outcomes of SC Prisoners

and Corporal Works of Mercy

Visit
the Prisoners

Admonish
the sinner

People in prison are still people,
made in the image and likeness of God.
No matter what someone has done,
they deserve the opportunity
to hear the Word of God
and find the Truth of the
message of Christ.

Do not judge, but be
supportive in helping others
find their way

The Issue

The Issue

Depending on the source of data, recidivism (returning to
prison) rate for men and women released from prison in
South Carolina falls between 25% - 33%.

Our action
The RENEW and Esther's Journey team initiated a process
to reconnect with participants at least 2x a year to conduct
recidivism checks.

The outcome

The participants of our ministry are now initiating the contact
to express their appreciation, share victories, seek guidance
with challenges, etc. The attribute of self-efficacy is a major
victory.

Our impact

Our ministry has served more than 700 returning citizens
over the past 2 years since our program began. As of our
most recent recidivism verification, only 1.77% have
returned to prison.

Restoring dignity: As people who are indigent and/or
estranged from families were released, most only had the
clothing that was on their backs.

Our action
Every participant in RENEW and Esther's Journey receives
discharge bags upon release. These bags contain socks,
undergarments, clothing, toiletries, and an information
packet.

The outcome

The correctional facilities we work with now provide at least
3 sets of clothing and adequate footwear for every returning
citizens.

Our impact

With adequate clothing, returning citizens increase their
chances for potential employment. In turn, this resource
heightens their level of self-sufficiency.

Disaster Services

Have a Little Faith

What do you do when your home suffers damage by
natural disasters, year after year, all before you can
repair damage caused by the first disaster?
Have faith.
Suzzette Barr has lived in her home in North
Charleston for twenty years. She purchased the
home, on her own, by working for more than 16
years as a state employee, before retiring with a
disability. After repairing damage to her home by
the Thousand Year Flood, along came Hurricane
Matthew. Hurricane Matthew brought the impacts
of floor damage, broken HVAC unit, and the main
offender after water damage: mold infiltration.

Hurricane
Florence: relief
effort update

Suffering from sleep apnea, Suzzette became
greatly affected by breathing in the mold, day after
day, and eventually became accustomed to the
scent. Only receiving social security income, she
could not afford any of the repairs that needed to
be done. She was denied a state grant, and
received just under $300 from FEMA.

Here's a look at our relief efforts
in September & October 2018:
10,246 Individuals Reached
1,663 Clean up Kits
2,906 Baby Items
1,586 Cases of Water
2,369 Hygiene Kits

Above: Msgr. D. Anthony Droze, Suzzette Barr, and our Disaster
Services Team at the Home Blessing on October 2.

Above: Rocio Maldonado and Suzette Barr celebrate the Blessing of her safe,
sanitary, and secure home.

When Suzette finally made her way to Catholic
Charities, she knew her faith was paying off.
After 10 months of waiting, mold remediation
finally began, followed by a replaced HVAC in
August, and soon after her floors were replaced
and secured.
“Ms. Barr always had an outstanding attitude,
despite everything she had been through. She
always kept a smile on her face” said her Disaster
Case Manager, Rocio Maldonado. “Her strong
faith helped her through the process and she
never gave up”
On October 2, Monsignor D. Anthony Droze, Vicar
General, blessed her home and marked a new era
of faith for Suzzette. She bestowed a blessing
upon the Disaster Services team, thanking them
for all of their hard work, persistence, and support
in returning her home to safe, sanitary, and secure
conditions.

101 Volunteers Provided Aid
1,638 Food Boxes
1,112 Snack Boxes

1,757 Pieces of Loose Food
We are now preparing to
transition into the "recovery"
phase to start helping families
repair their damaged homes.
Since launching our Disaster
Services Program, we've already
assisted 1,077 individuals return
to safe, sanitary, and secure
living conditions.

Current statewide Needs
New, unwrapped toy donations for Christmas distributions in Gloverville and Pee Dee. For more
information, call 803-593-2623 (Gloverville) or 843-531-5535 ext 75 (Pee Dee)
New underwear (all sizes; men and women), T-shirts (all sizes), razors, deodorant, toothpaste and
toothbrushes, soap, washcloths, socks, WalMart gift cards for RENEW & Esther's Journey.
Canned food donations at all Our Lady's Pantry locations. Contact your local office today to drop off.

Currently open projects
Clean of Heart Midlands renovation of Good Shepherd
To learn more or to donate to the renovation, contact Deacon Ron Anderson at 843-531-5535 ext 62 or
randerson@charlestondiocese.org

Employee

spotlight

When did you start working for
Catholic Charities?

or merely trying to guide them in the right
direction.

November 2011.

Who has been your most
memorable client?

Where are you from?
I'm originally from Puerto Rico.

What is a typical day at work like for
you?
By the time I get to work, Omarys
(Administrative Assistant) has opened
the letters and has a synopsis of the
day’s work. We interact for a few minutes
and then we start seeing clients. By the
end of the day, we’ve helped around 5
clients by handling cases, orientations,

Vanessa garcia

Immigration Attorney
Immigration Legal
Services in Greenville

While working with a client, he was on
the phone with his mother, who
collapsed, had a massive heart attack,
and passed away while on the phone
with him. Very chilling and sad.

What's your favorite part of your job?
The human side of immigration:
interaction with the clientele and their
family members, hearing their stories of
overcoming the obstacles.

Did you know?
Catholic Charities of South Carolina provides low cost, high quality immigration legal services to those who
cannot afford a private attorney. Our offices help immigrants to apply for immigration status in the United
States.
We are an affiliate of the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc (CLINIC), and our attorneys are members of
the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA). We have several staff that are accredited
representatives through the Board of Immigration Appeals. Our staff is bilingual English/Spanish.

We serve immigrants who are currently living in South Carolina. In 2017, we served 2,916 individuals.

Volunteer

spotlight
Coastal office
Patty Bauer &
Charlotte Dobbins

Patty Bauer
stocking
shelves at
Our Lady's
Pantry

Charlotte
Dobbins
updating
client
records

In the Catholic Charities office in Charleston,
Charlotte and Patty are the staple celebrities.
With more than 12 years of service, they have
helped provide countless individuals with food,
dentures, and many, many laughs.
Walking into the Coastal Catholic Charities
office on a Tuesday or Thursday, you are
immediately greeted with a warm smile and an
infectious laughter of Patty Bauer.
Patty is parishioner of Divine Redeemer in
Hanahan and has been happily volunteering
with Catholic Charities for 7 years. A former
paramedic and credit manager, Patty is able to
use her prior career knowledge base to help
clients understand benefits of eating healthy
and provide guidance.
Her most memorable client is a local mother
who has gone through many of the offered
programs. Despite her and her husband having
stable employment, she visits the pantry to
supplement food and supplies for her two
children.
Charlotte Dobbins is a rarity in Charleston and

South Carolina — a true native.
After attending Bishop England High School,
Charlotte went to work at the local paper mill as
a purchasing agent. She attends Immaculate
Conception in Goose Creek and serves clients
on Mondays and Wednesdays.
"Everyone who comes into this office
appreciates the help, I could easily be in some
of their shoes, or might even be in the future. It
is always a pleasure to help each person that
visits our office" says Charlotte.
Most days, Charlotte greets clients, helps them
fill out required documents, data entry, refers
clients to other agencies, and various other
duties.
Both Patty and Charlotte help screen clients for
the Save-a-Smile program, which is a very
unique to Catholic Charities denture program.
We are lucky to have so many wonderful
volunteers just like Patty & Charlotte!
Visit our website www.charitiessc.org or contact
your local office to start volunteering today.

901 Orange Grove Road
Charleston, SC 29407

Thank you

for sharing your time, talent and
treasure with Catholic Charities
of South Carolina!
We are always in need of volunteers!
Contact your local office today.

REGIONAL OFFICES
MAIN OFFICE
901 Orange Grove Road
Charleston, SC 29407

COLUMBIA
1427 Pickens Street
Columbia, SC 29201

COASTAL
1662 Ingram Road
Charleston, SC 29407

843-531-5542

855-377-1357 x 3

843-531-5535 x 33

GEORGETOWN
St. Cyprian Church
1905 Front Street
Georgetown, SC 29440
843-531-5535 x 52

GLOVERVILLE
2443 Augusta Road
Gloverville, SC 29828

LOWCOUNTRY
19869 Whyte Hardee Blvd
Hardeeville, SC 29926

PEE DEE
2294 Technology Blvd
Conway, SC 29526

803-593-2623

843-208-2275

843-438-3108

PIEDMONT
San Sebastian Church
2300 Old Buncombe Road
Greenville, SC 29609
864-242-2233 x 2628

IMMIGRATION LEGAL SERVICES
MT. PLEASANT
590 Lone Tree Dr. Suite 102
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

HILTON HEAD
1000 Main Street, Suite 200D
Hilton Head, SC 29938

BEREA
2300 Old Buncombe Road
Greenville, SC 29609

GREENVILLE
204 Douthit Street, Suite A1
Greenville, SC 29601

843-388-0089

855-377-1357 Ext. 8

1-800-705-8748 x 6

1-800-705-8748 x 3

Donate Today
to support our ministries!

3 ways

to donate

1

Visit
charitiessc.
org/donate

2

Use the enclosed envelope
to mail your check to Catholic
Charities of South Carolina

3

Text
“CHARITY”
to 555888

